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Why	literature	search?

• New	research	is	build	on	existing	findings

• Helps	you	get	better	understanding	of	the	topic
and	what	has	been	done	before

• Back	up	your	arguments



How	to	get	started?
• If	you	have	a	mentor,	
ask	for	2-3	recent	papers	that	help	to	frame	your	
topic.

• If	you	do	not	have	a	mentor,	
start	your	own	library	search	and	ask	your	
advisor	and	everyone	you	meet	on	your	quest	for	
a	mentor.



What	kinds	of	papers	are	ideal?
• 1-2	papers	which	give	you	the	broad	context

• 1-2	papers	which	are	examples	of	detailed	analysis	
closely	related	to	your	thesis	question.

• Remember	to	read	an	example	senior	thesis	with	
your	advisor	(a	senior	thesis	¹ a	published	paper)



How	to	do	literature	search?

• Columbia	Libraries	webpage:	http://library.columbia.edu/

• CLIO	catalogue

• Citation	indexes:
• ISI	Web	of	Science
• Google	Scholar	(convenient,	might	NOT	be	as	
comprehensive… but	getting	better!)

• Physical	visit	to	the	library:
• Talk	to	reference	librarian	in	your	subject
• Browse	the	bookshelves	around	a	book	you	know	to	be	useful



Naskapi	Hunting	Rule

• A	good	rule	to	follow	in	the	quest	for	knowledge	
(in	the	early	stages)

• If	you	successfully	hunted	a	caribou	in	one	direction	
yesterday,	then	don’t	go	hunting	for	caribou	in	that	
direction	today.	



Organizing	your	references
Many	options:

• EndNote
• Zotero
• Mendeley
• Others:	BibTeX,	Kopernio

Note:	CU	library	offers	workshops
• Next	Zotero Workshop	is	TOMORROW

• Feb	8th 10-11am	in	Butler	Library
• Tuesday,	Feb	19th 1-2pm	in	Butler	Library
• And	more….



How	to	cite	
your	

references?



Citing	in	text
• Format:	(Author,	year)

• …	future	generations	(Hays,	1994)
• …	argument	(Miller	and	Smith,	2016;	Bostick,	2019)
• Smith	et	al.	(2006)	reported	that	…
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See	the	Senior	Seminar	web	page	for	more	details	– will	be	updated	soon!
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