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Why	search	the	
literature?





Why	search	the	literature?

• Because	new	research	is	built	on	existing	findings

• To	help	you	get	better	understanding	of	the	topic
and	what	has	been	done	before

• To	back	up	your	rationale	for	your	question	or	
interpretation	of	results



How	to	get	started?

• If	you	have	a	mentor…
ask	for	2-3	recent	papers	that	help	to	frame	your	
topic

• If	you	do	not	have	a	mentor…
start	your	own	library	search	and	ask	your	advisor	
and	everyone	you	meet	on	your	quest	for	a	mentor

• Then	investigate	the	reference	section	of	these	
papers



What	kinds	of	papers	are	ideal?

• 1-2	papers	which	give	you	the	broad	context

• 1-2	papers	which	are	examples	of	detailed	
analysis closely	related	to	your	thesis	question

• Remember	to	read	an	example	senior	thesis	
proposal	with	your	advisor



Continuing	your	literature	search?

• Columbia	Libraries	webpage:	http://library.columbia.edu/
• CLIO	catalogue
• Citation	indexes:
• ISI	Web	of	Science
• Google	Scholar	(convenient,	might	NOT	be	as	
comprehensive… but	getting	better!)

• Physical	visit	to	the	library	(if	accessible)

http://library.columbia.edu/
https://clio.columbia.edu/
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=1FwA1UyRTd9FE4jTBHq&preferencesSaved=
https://scholar-google-com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/schhp?hl=en&as_sdt=0,33




Compare	results	across	
platforms









Tips	on	Google	Scholar



Organizing	your	
references

Many	options:
• EndNote
• Zotero	
• Mendeley
• Others:	BibTeX,	Kopernio

https://library.columbia.edu/services/citation-management.htm




• Keep	references	(and	pdfs)	
organized	in	a	database																	
and	during	writing

• Assist	with	uniform	formatting

Citation	managers…	



• Fall	2020	Zotero	Workshops	
• 9/16,	9/21,	10/6,	10/16,	11/4

• Also	lots	of	others	worth	checking	out!
• R	workshops,	GIS	workshops,	Research	Databases	
workshops

Columbia	library	offers	workshops

https://library.columbia.edu/using-libraries/workshops.html


How	to	
format	your	
references?



Citing	in	text
• Format:	(Author,	year)

• …	future	generations	(Hays,	1994)
• …	argument	(Miller	and	Smith,	2016;	Bostick,	2019)
• Smith	et	al.	(2006)	reported	that	…

Reference	list
• All	cited	reference	in	alphabetical	order
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/S0168-6496(03)00028-X.

See	the	Senior	Seminar	web	page	for	more	details

http://cool.barnard.edu/envsci/?page_id=79


https://www.geosociety.org/documents/gsa/pubs/GSA_RefGuide_Examples.pdf

https://www.geosociety.org/documents/gsa/pubs/GSA_RefGuide_Examples.pdf


Start	your	bibliography…	

• Include	5	references	(cited	and	formatted	correctly)	
in	your	Outline

• Questions?	Follow	up	with	your	advisor.


